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What is NAPLAN?

The National Assessment Program –Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for all students in 
Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. 

Purpose of the Tests

• To collect data from the population of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students 
for reporting to parents/carers and schools for systematic reporting. 

• To provide schools, education authorities and governments with 
information about how education programs are working and 
whether students are achieving educational outcomes in literacy and 
numeracy. 



What is Tested?

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students 
are learning through their regular school curriculum.

The following areas of literacy are assessed:

• Writing

• Reading

• Language conventions

In numeracy, the content areas assessed are:

• Number  and Algebra

• Measurement and Geometry

• Statistics and Probability.



Writing

Year 3 students will complete a paper writing 
test – hand written. 

Year 5 students will complete an online writing 
test – typing.

NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills.



Writing – Persuasive Text

Students write a persuasive text in response 
to a given stimulus. 

They are assessed on the quality and 
organisation of ideas, structuring of 
sentences and use of correct spelling and 
punctuation.



Writing –Narrative Text

Students write a narrative text in response 
to a given stimulus. 

They are assessed on the quality and 
organisation of ideas, structuring of 
sentences and use of correct spelling and 
punctuation.



Language Conventions

Students identify and correct spelling 
errors and answer questions on 
aspects of grammar and punctuation.



Reading

Students read a number of short texts 
and answer questions to show 
understanding of the texts.



Numeracy

Students solve problems across:

- number

- algebra

- pattern

- measurement

- chance and data

- space



Assessment and Reporting

• Students receive a statement of performance in 
relation to the national minimum standards.

• NAPLAN tests are one aspect of the school’s 
assessment and reporting process, and do not 
replace the ongoing assessment and reporting 
made by teachers about each student’s 
performance.



NAPLAN Online - 2023



A more engaging assessment 
experience for all students.





Effectively supporting teaching 
and learning.



https://mediasite.eq.edu.au/mediasite/Play/c560099f88f3401d9ab2bb60062dcd441d


FAQs

What will happen if the device stops working during the test?

Can students use paper to work out or plan answers?

Will students with limited keyboard skills be disadvantaged in the writing 
tests?

What is automated essay scoring?

Will the expanded test window lead to students being able to tell other 
students the answers to NAPLAN questions?

How can results be compared when some students are doing NAPLAN Online 
and other using pen and paper?



How is the school preparing my 
child for NAPLAN?

• We are preparing students for NAPLAN at 

school through good quality teaching.

• Children are engaged in test wiseness

activities at school each day. The aim of 

these activities is for students to be familiar 

with test instructions and common forms of 

questions. 



Test wiseness –knowing how the 
assessment works

Ensuring students are familiar with using 
devices, typing on them and navigating 
through programs is a part of student 
learning and a requirement of the Australian 
Curriculum from the first year at school. 



How can I help my child prepare for 
NAPLAN?

• NAPLAN is not a test that can be studied for.

• ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for NAPLAN or the use of 
services by coaching providers. 

• Reassuring your child that NAPLAN is just one part of their school program.

• Reminding them on the day to simply try hard and do their best. 

• Validate your child’s feelings if they’re feeling nervous, tell them that it’s normal 
to feel a little nervous. Listen to any of their concerns.

• Give them some relaxation ideas: deep breaths.

• Make sure your child’s sleeping and waking schedule is regular in the days leading 
up to and during the assessment period.

Above all have a positive view of NAPLAN
A positive caring attitude is the best thing you can do to support your child.



Public demonstration site

www.nap.edu.au

http://www.nap.edu.au/
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online/naplan-online-public-demonstration-site
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Reports from NAPLAN

On the 10th February 2023, education ministers agreed to 
change the reporting of NAPLAN results.

New proficiency standards across four levels of 
achievement for each year level will replace the previous 

10 band structure.

Exceeding

Strong

Developing

Needs Additional Support



Where can I get more information?

For more information about NAPLAN: 

• Visit nap.edu.au

• Contact your local test administration authority at 
nap.edu.au/TAA 

• To learn how ACARA handles personal information for 
NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au/naplanprivacy

https://nap.edu.au/
https://nap.edu.au/contacts/test-administration-authorities-contacts
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy
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